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[Intro music] 
This podcast has been brought to you by Moray College UHI 
 
[Ben Moore]   
So hi. Welcome. This podcast is for the Level 5 NC in Computing and Digital Media. My name's 
Ben and I’m the course co-ordinator for the Level 5 programme. And joining me today are two 
current students on the Level 5 program, Joshua and Caleb. Guys introduce yourselves, come 
and say hello. 
  
[Joshua Stuart]   
Hi I’m Josh. I’m 17, I’m currently taking the Digital Media course at Moray College UHI. 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
My name's Caleb Gordon, I’m currently of course also studying the Level 5 course and planning 
to go to HNC. 
   
[Ben Moore]  
Excellent. Well thanks for joining us guys, um obviously we appreciate your time and obviously 
I’m aware that you know you guys are pretty busy at the moment, obviously coming up to the 
end of semester, so spending the time to sort of have a chat with our new students who are 
interested in the course is very much appreciated. 
 
So let's crack on with this chat. I I’d like to sort of get a little bit of information from you guys 
about why you specifically chose the Digital Media Level 5 course, um Caleb do you want to 
come in with some ideas of why you chose the course? 
  
[Caleb Gordon]  
Well my plan in the future is to deal a lot with computers, mainly with the building and 
hardware kind of side and this one kind of seemed- it stood out, so I decided that I thought I’d 
give it a shot and I could always cancel and try another course if you don't like it but it turns out 
it's really fun, apart from the digital media side I don't like that much, um but it is good and a 
good experience to learn and of course it will look good that you know more.  
  
[Ben Moore]   
Yeah I mean I think certainly in the whole digital media world the sort of more that you know 
the more employable you can be and I think that's the key with a lot of the creative industries 
certainly, um and it's interesting obviously you talk about the computing hardware side of 
things, you know, that is a massive part of the industry certainly. 
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[Caleb Gordon]  
Yeah. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Um and I sort of feel hopefully that the Level 5 programme offers both streams of the creative 
and obviously the sort of computing side of things. So thank you very much for that. And Josh, 
what about yourself? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]   
I picked the digital media course because I've always had an interest in computers and been 
fascinated by PCs and like my dad was building PCs when I was younger. So I've always had an 
interest in this sort of thing and mainly in the cyber security aspect of it like ethical hacking, I 
also really enjoy like the hardware building computer side of thing, so this course was an 
obvious choice to move forward in this sort of thing. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Good stuff and so far do you both feel that this course is what you expected it to be? I mean 
obviously you're both sort of looking at the sort of computing industry more than the creative 
and obviously digital media is a part of the course, but do you feel that the course is offering 
you what you expected? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]  
Yeah, definitely what I was expecting. It contains a very wide spectrum of computing skills and 
it gives you a good taste of all these areas like photo editing and app development. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Excellent and is that the same for yourself Caleb? 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
Yes um but I would have liked more computing, like physical side but of course that would 
probably be very restricted to COVID. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Yeah we did have um I know last year at March time actually just as COVID sort of hit Scotland I 
was in the middle of the computing hardware class at the time with students and we were 
doing the sort of practical of building the components. 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
Yeah. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
When obviously we were told, look sorry this is your last day you know go, so we desperately 
tried to get as much practical done for that unit at the time um so yeah there has been a lot of 
impact obviously with COVID and practical learning. 
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[Caleb Gordon]  
Oh yeah. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
I mean how do you feel Caleb the virtual learning has gone for you? Do you feel supported, do 
you feel that it's still worked out okay or? 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
Um I think it still worked out okay, I would have of course preferred to be in class um as you 
know you get a better experience but it's not really been too hard and yeah like you're saying 
the support is really good because you guys are on the ball just like that whenever we've got a 
question or needing help and the Webex is also really good, that's quite easy to use. 
 
[Ben Moore]   
And how do you find Brightspace Joshua, which is our learning environment, do you sort of feel 
that you can navigate it and understand the work that's there? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]  
Yeah I like Brightspace because it shows you all the outcomes that you need to do or the 
assessments that need to be in by a certain date, like it acts like a checklist that you can work 
your way down all the things that you need to do in it, it really helps to keep on track. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
And have you enjoyed the virtual experience yourself? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]  
Yeah I think it's been great. I don't think the online learning really affects the course too much 
because you can still easily access everything that you need to on Brightspace and it’s very easy 
to message a lecturer for any help needed. Um I would say the only disadvantage to not being 
in class is like the practical task so you miss out on those, but everything else I would say was 
fine online. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Good. Well thank you for that. I’m happy to hear that that you're both so happy with the 
support that you're getting cause it's very new obviously to the teaching staff as well as the 
students so we're you know struggling ourselves. I know you were saying both of you that 
obviously the face to face is so much more engaging and it is I think from a teaching perspective 
because obviously I sort of feel quite restricted here you know, I can't be as animated or as fun 
as I try to be, so it has been a difficult learning curve and it's great that you guys have sort of at 
least managed it and are able to sort of progress and deal with that, so thank you for letting us 
know that we're doing a good job so far. 
 
Um so what new skills do you feel you have developed on this course? I know obviously Joshua 
and Caleb are both sort of working towards the computing side of things but you mentioned 
obviously digital media specifically being more creative. Do you feel that although that's not a 
stream that you wanting to go down that you have at least learn new skills that you feel you 
can adapt into your lives? Josh? 



Find Your Future: Podcast Series  Brought to you by Moray College UHI 

 
[Joshua Stuart]  
Yeah I've definitely learnt some new skills like I didn't really know anything about photo or 
video editing before and it’s given me a pretty good insight into these areas that I didn't know 
anything about, now I like edit quite a lot of photos that I've taken, they really look nice so I 
think it’s definitely given me some new skills. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Is that the same for yourself Caleb? 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
Yeah definitely, definitely more computer side but it's good to have the extra skills of course 
that digital media has shown us, and yeah like Josh was saying we could of course take them 
into our own prospects when we're taking an image or even a video. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Yeah good I mean, you know, we sort of hoped that the sort of creative media side can be a bit 
more fun so in a sense a little bit of a break from the more sort of tasking units that the 
computing side of things obviously offers you. Do you feel well enough prepared for your Level 
6 programme which is- is that where you guys are moving on to next year? 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
I think so yeah because I know I’ve already done two, I think it's two of the- two of the topics 
when I did my apprenticeship in college when I was in high school, but yeah I’m feeling quite 
confident. I’m going to definitely pick computing side and though one-on-one teaching would 
be good with a computing side it doesn't really matter because of course you're on a computer. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Yeah, yeah. I know with a lot of discussions that we've had we do a degree in in software 
engineering and the main aim of that course was to be completely virtual because when you 
start creating software you're working in the team and that team can be anywhere in the 
world. 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
Yeah. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
The whole concept of being able to create a program virtually was a big part of that particular 
degree. What about yourself Josh, I mean how do you feel that in terms of assessments - 
obviously up at Level 5 - do you sort of feel that the assessments themselves have been well 
enough set up and you've been able to follow what you need to do okay? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]   
Yeah I think the assessments are great like, the digital media side, the photos and the video 
editing like you're using all these skills that you're being taught over the whole unit to like make 
this portfolio of like edited photos and videos and yeah I think it really takes aspects from the 
whole unit, yeah I think they are very well set out. 
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[Ben Moore]  
Excellent good I’m glad to hear that that's working out all right that's cool. So um what advice 
would you feel would be appropriate to offer to students who are considering this Level 5 
programme? What do you think somebody needs to bring to this course? Joshua? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]   
Um so my advice I can give is just really put the effort in. Like overall the works pretty easy, but 
a lot of the units refer to go outside and take videos and photos and think creatively about 
what you're doing so if you put the effort in you come up with pretty cool end product. Another 
piece of advice I'd give is to really bring in some teamwork skills like the project, the end project 
requires you to collaborate and work with a lot of other students so you need to pull your 
weight in that project because if you all have a role to fill and um if one person isn't pulling their 
weight like I think it lets the whole team down so definitely that. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Okay excellent. And Caleb? 
 
[Caleb Gordon]  
Uh yeah I definitely think you need to bring the right mindset and you actually want to have the 
determination to actually learn about the computing. It's not too much of a hard course if you 
know what you're doing but there is parts that will get you stumped at some points. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
So what do you think students need to have to be able to do the course? I mean you're saying 
there that to be able to do it you need to have a certain set of skills do you feel or do you 
reckon somebody can come in completely fresh and still be able to learn here? 
 
[Caleb Gordon]   
It'd be good if you had a little understanding but it doesn't really matter too much, say yeah like 
you say, anyone without skill could do this course. 
 
[Ben Moore]   
Okay good excellent. So overall would you recommend it and why? 
 
[Joshua Stuart]  
Yeah, I'd definitely recommend this course. It’s a great opener to computing and it's at quite a 
basic level so you don't have to be a tech guru to understand and come into this course. Um I 
think a lot of people could come in here and gain a really good understanding of new aspects in 
computing and feel like they'd learn some new skills, so yeah I would definitely recommend 
this. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
And Caleb? 
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[Caleb Gordon]  
Yeah I’d recommend it. Of course it gives you the chance of going on to higher education and 
learning more about the course uh well courses at different levels and it's just really good like 
Josh was saying, it's nice to know these things. 
 
[Ben Moore]  
Excellent. Okay well listen um Caleb and Joshua thank you very much for taking part in this 
podcast and giving a fantastic insight into our Level 5 programme, I really appreciate it. 
Obviously I’m aware that you're coming close to completing your course now so I best let you 
get on and get cracking to finish, so thank you for your time very much appreciated. Thank you 
for listening to this podcast. If you’d like to listen to any more podcasts or find out about our 
courses please visit www.moray.uhi.ac.uk. 
 
[Outro music] 
Explore your study options at www.moray.uhi.ac.uk. 
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